BASIC IPA FOR AMERICAN ENGLISH
Vowel Sounds
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Consonant Sounds
Consonant Pairs
The mouth position for each pair of consonant sounds below is the same, but one sound is unvoiced while the other sound is voiced.
Unvoiced = only air comes out of your mouth
Voiced = your vocal cords produce a sound
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More Consonant Sounds (Unpaired)
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The American R Sounds
Here’s where things get confusing. This is the symbol for the American R consonant sound:
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However, in most dictionaries, books and on websites, this is the symbol commonly used for the American R consonant sound
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One of the main differences between British and American pronunciation is that Americans pronounce the R after a vowel, and the British don’t. The American vowel R sound (like at the -er end of brother) is written a few different ways.
When the American vowel R sound occurs in a one-syllable word or a stressed syllable, you will see it written these ways:
[image: 5]
When the American vowel R sound occurs in an unstressed syllable, you will see it written these ways:
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late, pillow
Monday
new, end
bring, thank
yes, year
win, wash

h  house, help
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red
wrong
arrive
celebrity
green
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bird
turn
earth
work
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o or
grammar
mother
tire
doctor
Saturday
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eat, green

food, truth

bad, laugh
August, off
book, pull

yes, many

it, wish

up, come

about, telephone
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0ou note, over
as out, now
o1 boy, join
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pill
bill
try
dry
sip
zip
could
good

f
v

fan
van
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d3 joke
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cash
casual

throw
though
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